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Administration:
Morphine sulfate is available in tablet form or 
when the patient has difficulty swallowing. It 
may also be used as an injection for a faster 
onset.

Dependency:
A patient may become dependent on 
medication for pain relief but dependence 
is not addiction. A person in pain will rarely 
compulsively seek pain medication in the 
absence of pain.

Safety:
Overdose should not be a concern when 
used exactly as prescribed by the physician. 
Morphine is a safe and effective medication 
in the management of pain. The hospice nurse 
will educate the patient and family regarding 
the correct dose, how frequently to give the 
medication, and the correct technique for safe 
administration.

If you have questions or concerns, 
please call 866.204.8611.
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The Basics:
Morphine sulfate is the gold standard in the 
treatment of pain and shortness of breath in non-
curable illness care. Many people don’t know that 
morphine is often used for shortness of breath. 
Morphine is safe and effective when given in 
appropriate doses. The medication can only be 
given by order of a primary care physician or the 
hospice medical director. Morphine sulfate, known 
under the brand name Roxanol, is a short-acting, 
immediate release, morphine in liquid form. It 
allows for pain to be more rapidly addressed in a 
crisis.

Fear of Opioids:
Patients may view the need for opioids as a sign 
of approaching death or associate them with a 
risk of addiction. Some fear that taking opioids 
too soon will render the drug ineffective when 
it’s “really needed.” It is important to understand 
the difference between physical dependence and 
addiction.

Addiction is a psychological craving that compels 
people to go to great lengths to obtain the drug 
for reasons other than pain relief. Physical 
dependence is not addiction. It is an expected 
physiological adaptation to opioid usage. 
Scientific studies have revealed that addiction 
should be an irrelevant concern for terminally ill 
patients or those experiencing chronic, severe 
pain.
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